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THE FIRST TIME IN SEVEN YEARS! 
1 
Miss Prairie View is shown presenting the One-Mile Relay Trophy to Mozelle Ellerbe, anchor man of the Tuskegee Tigers. Prairie 
View lost this race at the Ninth Annual Relay Carnival for the first time in seven years. 
A STUDENT PUBLICATION 
" A good school paper goes a long way toward establishing the 
rating of the students enrolled. It builds a commendable reputation 
for the school. It is interesting, readable, and enjoyable. It carries 
well-written articles that reflect thoughts of the highest quality and 
exhibit accomplishments of the highest caliber. It carries the good 
will and understanding that should always exist between the students 
and the faculty. With these factors in mind, the new staff intends 
to do its utmost toward making The Panther a paper that will make 
the students of Prairie View proud of it." 
The above paragraph appeared in the first issue of the 1938-39 
Panther. In this article, an editorial, the then new staff was pledg­
ing itself to the task of making The Panther "A Student Publication. 
In spite of many handicaps, the staff succeeded in publishing 
seven issues of The Panther. Each of these issues has been inter­
esting, readable, and enjoyable. The articles in each issue have been 
well-written, and the papers well-balanced in make-up. Pictures m 
each issue have served to make the paper more enjoyable. And above 
all the papers have represented each department or activity found on 
the campus, showing no partiality. 
The Editor-in-Chief and his staff of loyal workers are to be con­
gratulated on their splendid accomplishments during the year. They 
pledged themselves to make The Panther "A True Student Publica­
tion," and they have kept that pledge. Those members of the statt 
who are finishing will be missed much by those who have enjoye 
reading "The Student Publication." The Editor-in-Chief, who has 
been connected with the paper in an official capacity for three years, 
will certainly be missed. Those who will return next year will be 
faced with a task unlike the task that faced the present staff. It will 
be their task to maintain the splendid record of the present staff-
keeping The Panther a Student Publication. 
—Jesse Hampton Sterling 
COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 
The Commencement Procession 
Invocation Henry W. Murph 
Music—Psalm CL Cesar Franck 
College Choir 
The Introduction of the Speaker by the Principal 
The Commencement Address 
Prof. C. H. Waller, State Leader of Negro Extension 
Work, Prairie View College, Prairie View, Texas 
Music—Wade in the Water Noble Cain 
College Choir 
The Conferring of Degrees by the Principal 
Music—Alma Mater "Dear Prairie View 
Benediction . . 
Recessional (Audience Remain Seated) 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
NEW PANTHER STAFF 
J. Hampton Sterling Editor 
Ethel Alexander Managing Editoi 
George W. Lacey Business Manager 
Donald Brooks Treasurer 
Alice Marie Jones Secretary-to-Staff 
Aldena Howell Associate Editor 
Most valuable editors of year: Essie Marie Thomas 
and Jewell Mae Williams 
Most valuable reporter: Alice Marie Jones 
Lemmon C. McMillan, gradu 
ating senior from Dallas, Texas. 
He recieves the B. A. degree, hav­
ing majored in the Social Sci­
ences. The 1939 senior class, of 
which he is president, elected him 
the most popular young man in 
the Senior Class. He has been 





We, the Senior Class of '39 of 
Prairie View College, located in 
Waller Conty, in Prairie View, 
Texas, being of sound mind and 
memory, and not being under the 
influence of chicanery, fraud or 
intoxicating beverages, do here­
by make, publish and declare this 
last will and testament in man­
ner and form following, hereby 
revoking any will or wills here­
tofore made to us. 
To the Class of '40, we, the 
Class of '39, will our rights and 
privileges as Seniors, to be grant­
ed to you after our departure. 
Lemmon McMillan, president of 
the Class of '39, wills to the 
presidents of future classes suc­
cess in their undertakings and 
hopes that they are as success­
ful as he. 
Myrtle Thompson wills her 
ability to make the piano keep 
trembling to Ruth Williams. 
Camille Jones wills to Frances 
Howell the right to try for Low­
ell Jones again. 
Wilhelmina Loeb wills to Millie 
Shavers the Home Economics 
Cafeteria. 
George Durham wills his lead­
ership ability to Nathaniel Hard­
in, hoping that he will use it in 
becoming president of the "Y". 
Elliott Harvey wills his love 
and pride on the football field to 
Von Hollins. 
Fred Mennefee wills his ability 
to make a paint brush dance to 
Clarence Evans. 
Alonzo Pemberton wills the 
perpetuation of the name "Little 
Rico" to Bettye Merrill. 
Charles Lucas wills his compe­
tition with Pha Terrell to any 
competitor. Remember "Summer­
time?" 
Virgil Mason wills her best 
wishes for the next school year 
to Ethel Alexander, Aldena How­
ell, Elizabeth King and Lucille 
Harrison. 
Theresa "Styx" Crawford wills 
her bow legs to all the men wear­
ing bow ties at the next com­
mencement. 
(Continued on page 3) 
ACTIVE 
W*i' 
Jewel Williams, a native of 
Fort Worth, Texas, will receive 
the B. S. degree, having majored 
in Home Economics. This charm­
ing young lady has served as Ex­
change Editor for the Panther 
during the school year. 
Thomas Bynum, B. S., Major 
in R. O. T. C. and outstanding in 
extra-curricular activities. 
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THE PANTHER 
"Voice of the Students' 
EXECUTIVE STAFF 
Editor-in-Chief 





...Aldena B. Howell 




















Assistant Barney Goodsson 
TYPING 
Done by Students in Miss Marshall's Typing Class 
Roy Bailey in Charge 
SPECIAL REPORTERS 
Ferrell Harper, John B. Murphy, Gladys Webster, Casey Jones, 
Crawford Keith, Levi Curl, Elma Coleman 
REPORTERS 
Members of the Journalism Class, G. A. Lockett, Instructor 
J. W. Peterson 
Albert C. Koontz 
Elaine Fowler 
Donald Brooks 
Alice Marie Jones, George W. Lacey 
- J. W. Ainsworth 
Doris Sampson 
Essie Marie Thomas, Alma Pennell 
Carl Westbrooks 
Herbert Coleman, L. G. Brotherton 
Jewell Williams 
— Viola Whitley 
A. E. Hollins 
T. Samuel Harrison 
..Hobart Taylor 
Printed by the Printing Department of Prairie View State College 
G. C. Bell, Supervisor 
THE MOTIVATING FORCE 
People have often wondered about the success of the present 
senior class. Usually students do not work together in the cooperative 
way as is exemplified by this group of students. Much can be said 
about the personnel of the class but the real determinant lies in the 
guidance given the class by its sponsors. Too much praise cannot 
be given Miss A. L. Campbell and Dr. E. B. Evans. Their untiring 
leadership created a do or die spirit that will long linger with the 
class members. 
The accomplishments of this class not only show that students 
can cooperate, but also point out very vividly the result of super­
vised guidance and true leadership. 
The class as a whole is deeply appreciative for the guidance and 
leadership offered by Miss Campbell and Dr. Evans and hope for them 
continued success in showing students the light. 
—George Durham, '39 
This Issue is Dedicated to the 
Class of '39 
THEY CLOSE COLORFUL YEAR 
Ahmed Rayner, Georgia Rene Shaw, and Wilbur Eusan. They form the most colorful 
cheerleaders in the history of the school. 
COACH S. E. WARREN AND HIS PANTHERETTES 
Coach S. E. Warren and his Pantherettes continued their winning ways during the 1938-39 sea-
Coach Warren will not lose a single player by graduation—they are all coming back. 
JUST AFTER THE PANTHER CROWNING 
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Miss Madalyn Freeman has just been crowned by Editor-in-Chief McMillan 
Y ACTIVITIES 
On May 22 the president of the 
Prairie View Y. W. C- A., Miss 
Una McGriff, graduates; graduat­
ing also are six members of the 
"Y" cabinet—Misses Elaine Fow­
ler, Secretary; Roberta Coleman 
and Golden Bradshaw, Program 
Chairmans; Minnette Long and 
Madalyn Freeman, Leaders of 
Freshmen; and other members of 
the association. 
It is to these Seniors: Presi­
dent, Cabinet Members and Mem­
bers, that this article is dedicated, 
those members of the senior class 
who have toiled with us for the 
past four years to make the "Y" 
the organization that it is. 
During the month of April, the 
Y. W. C. A. held its meetings 
jointly with the Y. M. C. A. and 
discussed men and women rela­
tions. During this month the 
"Y" had as guests two outstand­
ing speakers in the persons of 
Mrs. Ruth Johnson, former trav­
eling secretary of the Y. W. C. A. 
for the southwest region, and Mr. 
Herb King, traveling secretary 
for the Y. M. C. A. for the south­
west region. Mrs. Johnson open­
ed the series of discussions on 
men and women relations and 
Mr. King closed them. Speaking 
on this subject also were Mrs. 
G. V. Banks and Mr. R. W. Hil-
liard. 
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Scenes From The Panther Coronation Ball 
THE QUEEN AND HER COURT AFTER CORONATI ON AT PANTHER DANCE 
COMMENCEMENT DAY 
SPEAKER 
Professor C. H. Waller 
Flower Girls 
Left to right: Top Row—Bernice Pruitt, Marguerite Howard. Elaine Fowler. Mabel Porter (Miss P. V. of '37), Thornwell Powell, 
Treasurer of The Panther, Madalyn Freeman, Miss Prairie View (seated), Frances Ellison, Miss P. V. of '38, Roscoe Lewis, Earl Horton, 
Maurice Moore, Jesse Hodges and John Jackson. Flower girls—Patsy Fuller, Carolyn Collier and Martha Ann Sanders. Bottom Row— 
Frank Goodson and Aleice Phillips. 
SCENE! AT ANNUAL PANTHER CORONATION DANCE Little Misses Martha Ann 
Sanders and Patsy Fuller, who 
were the flower girls at the Pan­
ther Coronation Ball. 
EXCHANGE 
NEWS 
Dancing to the tunes sent forth by Will Henry Bennett and his Prairie View Collegians, these cadets and coeds appear to be enjoying 
the annual affair held on March 18. 
The Big Negro 
(Shaw University Journal) 
"Of all the evils that the Negro 
has to face, the worst one, and 
the one that is most detrimental 
to his cause is the Big Negro. It 
is not the little, ignorant, half-
starved, and cowed Negro who 
has kept us down. But it is the 
Big Negro who has, by some 
strange irony of fate, been placed 
in positions of leadership, fatten­
ed his pockets, and exploited the 
race as a whole." 
—William De Vane 
Nightman? 
(Shaw University Journal) 
First Co-ed—"I'm afraid I'm 
b e g i n n i n g  t o  d i s l i k e  m y  b o y  
friend." 
Second Co-ed—"What has come 
over him?" 
First Co-ed—"A lot of lipstick, 
powder and perfume that doesn't 
belong to me." 
CLASS WILL 
(Continued from page 1) 
Helen Flowers wills to Beverly 
Glenn the right to wear bangs in­
definitely. 
Upon special request, Theola 
Pleasants wills her car to Ellen 
Sheppard. 
Terrell Williams wills the pres­
idency of the NFA Chapter to 
Wardell Thompson. 
Una McGriff wills her best 
wishes for a bigger and better 
«Y» Program to the present "Y" 
cabinet. 
Misses Mabel Porter, Frances 
Ellison, and Madalyn Freeman 
will their best wishes to "Miss 
Prairie View" of 1940. 
Malissa Pentecost Clay wills 
her upsweep to Jessie Muckleroy. 
Theola Pleasants wills to Clar­
ence Lillian Flint the stand of 
the Prairie View Grandchildren's 
Club. 
Wilhelmina Whiting wills the 
continuation of her thesis prob­
lem to Josephine McCaney. 
Opal "Sadie Hawkins" Christo­
pher wills the easy non-interrupt­
ed road to Sherman King and 
Theresa Gaines. 
Roberta Coleman wills her win­
ning smile to Ethel Alexander. 
Elaine Fowler wills her posi­
tion in the library to Mattie 
Davis. 
Massie Lee Greer wills her 
best wishes for a successful year 
in school to the Home Economics 
Seniors of 1940. 
Mabel Ayers wills her name 
"Swishy" to Vivian Smith. 
Ellouise Mathews wills her 
nonchalance to Gwendolyn Mose-
ley. 
James Peterson wills to James 
C. Monroe the continuation of 
his dramatic career. 
Hobart Taylor wills his pull 
with Mr. S. E. Warren to Leslie 
Giles. • 
LaRuth Boyd wills her Ham 
career to Anna Melba Curl. 
Jewell Williams wills to Helen 
Johnson the perpetuation of long 
distance' calls. 
We do, hereby, inscribe our 
names this May the 22nd, 1939, 
A. D. 
The Class of ^9 
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They Win Titles From Panther in Senior Balloting 
MOST VERSATILE GIRL MOST HANDSOME BOY 
Una McGriff, B. S., also con­
sidered the most energetic girl. 
George Durham, B. S. also 
elected most versatile. 
CUTEST MOST POPULAR INSTRUCTOR MOST ATTRACTIVE GIRL 
Odell Fleming, B. S. Henry W. Murph, Instructor of 
Social Sciences. 
Theola Pleasants, B. S. also 
elected best dressed girl. 
BEST DRESSED 
Hobart Taylor, B. A. 
ACTIVE 
Elaine Fowler, B. S. 
MOST JIVING BOY 
Tollie B. Roberts, B. S. 
MOST JIVING GIRL 
Opal Christopher, B. A. 
MOST SCHOLARLY 
Terrell Williams, B. S. 
SENIORS SELECT TITLES 
1. Most Attractive 
Theola Pleasants 
2. Most Handsome 
George Durham 
3. Most Popular 
Opal Christopher 
Lemmon McMillan 
4. Best Dressed 
Theola Pleasants 
Hobart Taylor 
5. Most Conservative 
E stella Sayles 
Robert Jones 
6. Most Radical 
Elaine Fowler 
Hobart Taylor 
7. Most Versatile 
Una McGriff 
George Durham 
8. Most Athletic 
Ora Lee Premo 
Elliott Harvey 
9. Best Jiving 
Opal Christopher 
Tollie B. Roberts 
10. Cutest 
Odell Fleming 
11. Most Valuable Boy 
Lemmon McMillan 
12. Sleepiest 





14. Most Popular Instructor 
Prof. H. W. Murph 
15. Most Scholarly 
Una McGriff 
Terrell Williams 





From left to right: Front Row—Commandant R. W. Hilliard, Major Thomas Bynum, Captain Franklyn Wesley, Captain Nathaniel 
Hardin. Captain Vernon Punch, Captain Jesse Hodges, Captain James Peterson. Second Row—Lieut. J. R. Sadberry, Captain George Dur­
ham, Lieut. Willie Williams, Lieut. Roosevelt Jones, Captain Julius Byrd. Third Row—Lieut. Marion Brooks, Lieut. L. C. McMillan, Lieut. 
Lowell Jones. 
